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The Rev. Mr. Silveſter's Cxrricl. 
 DissE RTATION, Cc. wherein he 
pretends to confute Mr. FosrER's 


Notion of HERESY, Verſified. 
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"By JOSEPH DANVERS, Bl 


The Man that meddles in a Caſe 
Without juſt Reaſon, is an Aſs; 
 Endeavouring to prove others Fools, 
Himſelf but only ridicules. 


ANON YMOUsS. 


LONDOYM: oh | COP 
Printed for the Author, and Sold by the 
Bookſellers and Pamphletſellers of Town 
and Cõuntry. 
5 Price Six Pence. 
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I7-IVG with Courage freſh aſſail, 
5 The next Attack, will ſure prevail. 
I Behold, a Brother ſecond Thee, 
| Of no mean Note, but high Degree. 

Behold A. M. and Lecturer 

Of St. BARTHOLOMEW appear; 

Leaſt ſome ſhould « err for Want of Knowledge, 
#| He' s likewiſe F ellow of a College: 
If Sound and Titles merit Claim, 


Our Champion then ſtands fair for F ame. 


Tnus arm'd, he next proceeds to blows, 


In Words like theſe his Language flows ; 


2.4 ( 45 


I write, my Bretfiren: to confute 


One Fofter, in this grand Diſpute: 
To Learning, he has no Pretence, 


ö T only am the Man of Senſe : 
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And that every Thing may right us, 


My Text, I gather firſt from Trrus. 
As plain as Pike-ſtaff, or as Door, 
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Theſe Words declare the Cyurcn's Power, 


| Io cenfure, excommunicate 

; : An Heretick, as Reprohate. | 

| It is incumbent on each Parſon, 
When Texts like theſe, are made a Farce on, ; 
Open to lay ſuch Fallacies, : 
As may deceive our Minds or Eyes 3 
To prove ſuch Arguments as weak 
As ricket Child, with broken Back ; 


7 
* 
T7 
rn 


2 


Near ſeventeen hundred Years, by none 
Diſturb'd ; at length they are diſcarded, 
Render'd as uſeleſs, not regarded. 


Look'd on of no Signification. 


(5) 

The Authors they pretend to quote, 
Their Reaſons all not worth a Groat. 
"Tis with no Veiw to Gain or Trade, 
This Diſſertation's publick made; 

No Proſpect of a mitred State, 

No Canons Place nor Dean ry fat. 


Now as theſe Words have ſtood alone 


And what is mere Abomination, 
By all it ſoon ſhall be confeſs d, 
His Notions are no more than Jeſt. 
That 'twas as wild and odd Conceit 


As ever enter'd {WVon-C ns Pate, 


(6) 

There's few who into Scripture look, 
But Notice of Friend Titus took, 
That he, illuſtrious Convert, wore 

The Mitre on the Cretan Shore. 

Of Church-Preferment had the beſt, 

Who govern'd thoſe that rul'd the rell. 

5 Plain by the Context twill appear 


His pious Tutor labours here, 

To furniſh him with ſtanding Reaſons 
To rule the Church by in all Seaſons : 
To ſhun Diſputes the firſt commands, 
The laſt preſerves her Social Lands. 
The antient Fathers all denote 

On this Account the words ure wrote. 
Then juſtly I may be allow'd 

To paraphraſe as I think good. 


© Encou- 


By voluntary Act creates 


(7) 


< Encourage not, (tis this he means} 


© Nor Jew nor Gentile in Extremes; 


And as to Hereticks, ſuch Fellows 


(Tho juſtly they deſerve the Gallows) 
© Suffer them not to write, debate, 


© And all about they know not what, 


© If Admonition will not do, 


0 Then out ſuch Reprobates muſt go. 


© Extrude them with as harſh a Tone 
As angry Pope did poor King John. 
The Meaning of the Text you've heard; 


My Notions next {hall be declar d. 


Now /e!f-condemn'd. is oft explain'd 


To Judgment paſs on one arraign'd. 
The Heretick who ſeparates 
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(8) 
Such Circumſtances as command 

O'er him the Church 8 heavy Hand. 

Hales, Auſtin, Zaylor, Chillingworth, 
Great N ames, with Boldneſs, he calls forth; 
Which ſignify no more than Cypher, 
When quoted to ſupprek the Mitre. 


The Men were ſure prodigious weak, 
And underſtood but little Gree, | 
To give ſuch Meaning to the Words : 
As hardly Common Senſe affords. _ 


But if Great Names can ought compleat, 


I ſthew as many and as great, 


St. Cyprian, Hooker, Hammond, Rogers, 
To back what I explain each offers, 
As all the World would quickly ſee, 


Did they but read as much as me. 


Thus, 


((9] 
Thus having givn the Words at laſt 


A Senſe convenient to my Taſte, 
Donn the Difficulties fall 
J Of Schiſm of Men Heretical : 
For all the Objectors fo cro-grain'd, 


4 


& 


Io vouch it can't be well explain'd, 
f II prove it in its proper Place 


| As plain as Noſe is in his Face. 
| How Pagan Writers us'd this Word 
; Craving your Leaves not worth one T—d. 
To know if this ſame Hereſy 

4 Denoted Mark of 1nfamy : 

| Since every Sect was in the Wrong, Ran, 

Error, the Burthen of the Song, 


'Tis plain Truth could to none belong. | 


B Again, 
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Again, ſhould ſmooth Tertullus Voice 
Of this Word Hereſy make Choice, 
As he was but an Infidel, 5 
The wild Arabians might as well, 
Or Indian Chiefs the Meaning tell, 

That Explanation form'd by Fews, 
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The neareſt to our Senſe accrues ; 


Nor think it Comical to ſee 


Rabbins and I not diſagree; 


What! Chriſtian-Prieſt and Jew unite? 


Yes, pray why not, when both are right? 
Thus gently, Friends, I lead you on, 

Till we ſhall catch the Truth anon: 
Cautious, by gradual Steps aſpire, 

To fix the Senſe to my Deſire. 


Py For 


Or 


(12) 

For tho' the Jews and J like Friends 
Concur, when they can ſerve my Ends, 
Yet we muſt make a deeper Search, 
Or ſhall be left but in the Lurch. 
Thus Gallia's King can condeſcend 


His Broken Troops and State to mend, 


To hold a Cox oRESS with th ALLIES, 
Till all his Mants he well ſupplies; 
Then burſt forth his Ambitious Views, 
The Sword's unſheath'd, and C-/ar rues. 
Yet ſtill we are but out of Joint, 
Proceed we cloſer in the Point, 
To ſhew the World at what we aim, \ 
Our juſt hereditary Claim, 
What by this ord the Apoſtles mean, 3 


5 2 Thus 


'Till I leave College for a Bride 3 


(12) 
Thus we ſhall hit the Caſe at laſt, 
All Difficulties over-paſs d. 
For only 'tis the Chriſtian Senſe 
That can the Real Truth diſpenſe: 


And by this Notion Fl abide, 


Or what will be as full compleat, 
Till more Preferment I can get. 
But yet this Truth had I averrd f 
When I ſtocd Candidate, had err'd: f 
Full many would have fallen away, 
And Brother Barnes have got the Day. 
Both Hereticls and Hereſies 


There would have ſhone of all Degrees; 


S$ubverted I ſhould ſure have been, 
My Tenets could they but have ſeen; 
Therefore 


I 
w 


(33) 


* 


Tphereſore I fought a cunning Fight, 


If not ſo good as Paul's, as right : 


My Duty kept to Alma Mater, 
And maſt politely gain'd her Daughter. 
Next to the World we this proclaim, 


Land the Apoſtles mean the ſame. 
| What Paul, Aol, Titus, thought, 


IS. 
te 
* 4 


J can repeat it all by Rote: 
Nor let my Readers be ſurpriz d 


How I can tell what they devis d: 
Nor ask, ſince tis ſo long ago, 
Impertinently how I know ? 


Or fay ſome Things diſputed are 


Which I for granted take and clear; 


Such is abominable Stuff, 
I know the beſt — and that's enough. 
Should 


1 ( 14 ) 
| Should Noodles ſuch as theſe me huff, 
With Arguments I'd work their Buff. 


St. Paul's own Words are very plain, 


Without Difortion, without Strain. 


(But whilſt we talk ſo much of Straining 


it In Niceties like theſe explaining ; 

| Tf you ſhould profit nothing by't, : 
A., leaſt, perhaps, "twill make you ſh—) 
il St. Peter likewiſe ſays the ſame, 


St. Jude and I the laſt Great Name. 
| Now if our Notions juſt agree, 
+ Ti plain to all as well as me, 
That we have nothing ſaid or taught 


But what th Apoſtles believ d and wrote; 


From hence it follows all ſhould move 


In that ſame Road that I approve. 


An 
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( 15 ) 
An a n well next deſcribe, l 
Of whatſoever Sec: or Tribe; _ 7 
He differs from all Infidels | 


In that he believes, and yet rebels, 
From B elievers true he diſagrees, 
As much as milk-white Chalk from Cheeſe 


Photinus and the bold Ebion 


Are Inſtances I can rely on. n 


By quoting whom all Men diſcerning © - 
Muſt deem me Maſter of much Learning: 


Theſe Men in Here/y wax d ſtrong, 


In ſome Things right, in others wrong. 


They beliew' d, indeed, in the World's el 
But mighty odd was their Behaviour ; 
For tho' in this they did agree, 
Yet own'd not his Divinity. 
The” 


What! make one Word both long and ſhort ? 


The Liberty for Wrangling's Sake 


No Taint of Guilt can be aſſign d: 


The Underſtanding's always clear. 


(16) 

The Apofolick Power could — 
Cenſure theſe Folks as they thought good; 
St. John ſuch N otions ſeems to have, 
As will appear from Dr. Cave 

Or why did he fly from that Place 
Where Ebion or Cerinthus was? 


But here ſome Critick may retort, 
Yes, tis my Pleaſure and all thoſe 
Are Schiſmaticks who That oppoſe. 

Further, Friend Foſter ſeems to take 
'To prove. to Errors of the Mind 


Or what as plainly will appear, 


His 


tr) 

His Arguments not worth a Pin; 
That the Will only makes the Sin: 
'The Underſtanding often proves 
As vitious as the oll that moves; 


Certainly zha? may do amiſs; 


Sure equal then the Error is. 
| And whereforeall this mighty Pother, 


Whence it proceeds, from one or tother. 


All his weak Arguments to trace, 

We've neither Leiſure, Time, nor Place. 

That Power to prove we next proceed, 

Which by th Apoſtles was decreed 

For ever with Us to remain, 

Till the Mrssras comes again 

To cenſure, deal juſt Puniſhment | 

On Thoſe who from us will diſſent. 

© In 


(18) 


In Point of Immoralities, i 
The Church this Power who denies ? 
Whether o'er Herericks it reigns, 

Is what we're puzzling of our Brains, 
The Church as a Society 

Has Right for its Security 


As well as others to provide, 


Or how could She in Peace abide? 


For if each hair-brain'd Wretch was free 


ES practiſe his own Her 22 


The Church would ſoon be undermind 
By thoſe who only I defign'd : 
Both Jews and Pagans kick'd out them 


Who for their Sec had no Eſteem. 


The Scriptures are expreſsly plain, 


Proving the Doctrines I maintain. 


bby 


(279) 
Our Lord and his Apoſtles ek A do, 


The ſame Aſſertions chat! preach. . 


But if nor them, nor. me youll believe, 


And think we all alike deceive, EE 
Caſt but a Look on Potter 8 * Work; 
Were you as harden d as a Turk, 


Soon from thoſe Notions you d receds 
And blek the P relate as you read. 


Porter, our. Ornament and Pride, 


The Church. 8 Father, and her Guide, 


What Magazines of Learning are 5 
Wrapt up in him, who ſways the + Chair" ? 


High with Encomiums Ill him life — 
— He as Saf Preferments i 2 bis Gifz. 


* Potter on Church- Government. 
T2 He is Divinity F at Od. 


3 c 1 When 
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When P. - ſhall his Power reſign 
þ And ſurly Deans forget to ine; 
5 When Silveſger ſhall be forgot, 
And every Treatiſe he has wrote; 
That Name ſhall ſtill remember d be 
With Reverence by Poſterity. 
The next Objection that rites 
| Is, our Antagoniſt deviſes 
| 4 Theſe Words to Titus were confin'd, 


For him, and no one elſe deſign d. 


But any one with half an Eye 
May ſee this ſtupid Fallacy; 
For Paul bi Timothy directs 

In Words that bear the ſame Effects; f 
Then ſurely Timothy and Titus, | 


As both were eminent and righteous, 
Enjoy'd 


(2) 
Enjoy'd theſe Giftr but I forbear — 


* e 
- I 


And his next Argament declare. 4 
Suppoſe the HþoPRatich Preachee 

(Says he) in antient Times, and Teacher, | 

Poſſeſs d this Gif, yet now tis fled, 

And all Chrch-Power demoliſhed. 

The Biſhops now have no Diſcerning, 

And many really not much Learning, 
Impudent Fellow | what vile Words 

Are thoſe to ſcandalize my Loxys ? 

W gives me great, nay, vaſt Concern 

To hear him fay they can't diſcerm, 

Wat] not diſcern! when one could fee 


From B-g—y quite to & . 
| The next from the laſt Place to Win. 
(What does the crazy Writer think on!) 
Another 
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Anothar ſrom St. A-—ph hens > dy D you 
The Dx Bogs, and marlhy Feng. A 

C anather ſees from Lun; 3 1 

Thps, Friend, your Arguments quite undonn 

But Brother, tho we much have varied, 


Both to our-own Opinions married. \ 


— 
wy 


_ 


— 


Vet ſtill in this we are agreed -- 
To pull-down Popery decreed: 
Ot which you at full Meeting wn 


And I at Barthol mew the Great. K 
For tho we travel much at Home. 
Vet we can talk a Deal of Roe; CP 


Prove all their Popes to he vide Rogues, 
Their Churches worſe than Synagogues. 
Knock all their Tenets down — for why? 1 


They can It, or r dare not make Reply. 


\ 


in 


(23) 
In Print you val their Dodtrine purge, © * 


At laſt, you know, comes out the * Scourge. 
A Diſſertation I have try'd 
In Print; —and lo! tis verſify "4 

What next appears is meer Evaſion, 


You make concerning firm Perſwaſio on. 
For he that pleads Sincerity 

N o more than gives his Heart the Lie; 
His knowing Conſcience ſtill averring 
That all the Time he's deeply erring 

Or we'll ſuppoſe he firmly t 5 
Thoſe Doctrines Orthodox he taught; 
Yet what's a ſingle Man's Pretenſions 
Againſt Synodical Conventions? 


* A Pamphlet Entitled, Scourge for the Diſenters. 


Who 


( 24 ) 


Who faſt and pray, and ſleep and eat, 
(If not inſpir d) perſpirę and ſweat, 

At this Rate Hymeneus might | 
Have thought himſelf much in the Right, . 
When he the R eſurreckion mov d 


By R eaſon could no how be prov d: 
At that Time Biſhops had Dominion 


To cenſure ſuch a vile Opinion. 
And all their worthy Succeſſours 
Are ſtill inveſted with thoſe Pour g. 


If Woolſton, Collins, Tindal, all, 

The wicked Tribe Heretical, 

Had with Sincerity ſeduc d, 

Yet this would never have excusd 

Their Tenets, which were ſpread abroad, 
But to ungod the mighty GOD. 


('28") 
It is affirm d by a great Prelate, 
Who for Church-Power was no great Zealot; 
If :hat inflicts a Puniſhment = 0 
On Party wholly i innocent, 


In Immurality tis fit, 
Tho pure, he patiently ſubmit, 


Now ſurely you won't raiſe a Fray 
At what your fav'rite Don may ſay, 

For 'tis well known to you and I 
That he would ſcorn to tell a Lie; 
Witneſs that Hiſtory he penn'd, 

' Wherein one Falſhood can't offend. 

' Witneſs the many Facts that he 

Tranſmitted to Poſterity. 


* Biſhop Burnet on the 33d Article. 


t — D Now 


(26 )- 
Now if in Immoratity 
Such Condeſcenſion ought to be, 
Why not the fame 1 in Hereſy 2 


Thus, Sir, I think I've knock'd you down, 


And all your Arguments © 'erthrown. 
This laſt was the deciſive Blow, 


For tis unanſwerable I know. | 


Then patiently give up the Cauſe, 


Submit to Cenſure, and Church-Laws: : 


No more by Tenets falſe beguil'd, 
Conform, and be an hearty Child: 

With ſober Reaſon cooly think, 

„Th Effuſion ſave of Chriſtian Ink. 


What tho your Meetings crowded are, 


Our Churches ſhine as full, as fair: 


What 


d) 

What tho' you make Old Women weep, 
And preach young Libertines aſleep ; 

W 
Beſides the Pence you get by Writing, 


hat tho your Income is inviting, 


Still you may write, ſtill cant, ſtill pleaſe, 
But never will obtain Lawn Sleeves. 
There, Friend, the ſweet Tem ptation lies, 
And who would gerd Good deſpile? | 
Conſider, turn, watch, preach, whine, ply, 
You ſtand as flood a Chance as k- 

Now 5 -g, who has gain 'd the Lau _ 
In this ſame Celebrated Quarrel, 


Who the moſt cogent Proofs has brought 
With Learning, Wit, and Judgment fraught; . 
Whoſe Syllogiſms cloſeſt move, 

| Whoſe Conſequences faireſt prove; 

= 13-2 Let 


( 28 or” 
Let the impartial World decree 
Whether to A. M. or D. D? 

But if perverſely it denies, 

And Fr wears the frothy Prize, 


Their wayward Judgment we'll indict 


And our own Panegyrick write. 
If in this large and wicked Town 
I ſhould not meet with due Renown, 
Yet Praiſe I ſhall reap from my * Mother, 
And be commended by each Brother. 
« *T'was he ſhall future Annals tell 
« That handled Foſter's Caſe ſo well. 
To Oxford when I next proceed 
| (II See already tis decreed ) 


* The Univerſity of Oxford. 


Round 
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Round me ſhall Under-graduates ſtand, 


The Senior Sophs befide me come, 
Welcome their Glorious Champion home; 


The Batchelors about me crowd, 1 


T he Maſters with juſt Deſerence 

Admire at my ſuperiour Senſe ; J 
T he learned * Sculls all to a Man, 
At + Golgotha meet with Yi e- Cu : 


In a full Convocation, I = 
Am thankd by th Univerſity. 
O charming Rapture | ſweet Delight! 


Upon ſuch Terms, who would not write? 


*The Heads of Colleges ſo called. 
+ The Room where they meet. 


With open Mouths, and Cap in Hand? 


To triumphe, fing aloud: 5 
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Soon! may that happy Day appear, 
When 1 ſhall grace the Maſter's Chair. 


In Canon «Stall, or loll at Faſe, 
Or be a Biſhop — if they pleaſe. | 
However ſhine in fleek Condition, 
My Faith abſorb d in full Fruitiou. 
Then would I ceaſe to raiſe Church-Pow'r , 
And think of Hereticls no more. 
Thus far the Doctor — Leave Fox me 
To end by Way of Simile : 
As you, Sir, think to ride the Town 
By having Chink a Shilling dons 
For thirty-nine, or forty Pages; 


The Joke won t take with knowing Ages, 


* x he Head of Pembroke College is called Maſter. 


Since 


e 

dince C—r, Ps, I — t, have printed, 
We arn't at all for Subject ſtinted. 

Such is the Scheme that you propoſe, 

To lead all People by the Noſe. 


You'll put me under Condemnation 


For Schiſm and daring Separation, 
Becauſe we have a {mall digreſt 
f rom all monopolizing Prieſt ; 
Taken the wicked Liberty 
In &i ix Pence Price to diſagree. 


Nought will avail, nor Price, nor Matter, 1 


Nor all the Arguments you ſcatter, 


With Agents free who know much better. 1 | Fa 


Thus your fam'd Diſſertation lies, 
To feed the Moths, or cover Pres. 

Now to conclude — for ſure high Time tis 
As Tve read your's, to write my | 
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